BERE REGIS SCHOOL PROFILE 2008 - 2009
What have been our successes this year?
Our key successes have been improving learning strategies, achieving a silver ArtsMark award, fully implementing our synthetic phonics programme to help raise standards in Literacy and increasing our provision of wrap-around care offered on the school premises.

Bere Regis First School believes in encouraging and supporting children to develop their individual strengths through a wide and varied curriculum.  Therefore, this year, we have:

· Run a series of whole school themed weeks including grounds week, global week and active week.

· Had children take part in local sporting events such as football tournaments, swimming competitions and

· Taken children on visits to Corfe Castle, Moors Valley Country Park and Farmer Palmer’s to complement their classroom experiences.

What are we trying to improve?
This year we are focusing on 4 main areas of improvement.

Our priorities are:

· To develop a creative curriculum across the school which brings learning to life through a variety of projects designed to inspire all learners.

· To introduce Modern Foreign Languages (French) into our Year 2 and 4 curriculum through dedicated weekly lessons and daily opportunities to practise.

· To further raise attainment in reading by providing additional support where needed.

· To embed SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) across the school community by teaching aspects of SEAL in lessons, in assemblies and during family workshops.

We aim to monitor the progress made in these areas through individual tracking of pupils, self evaluation by the children and feedback from parents, governors and school staff.

How have our results changed over time?
Children at Bere Regis First School make good progress across all subjects and are consistently above both the national and local average.  Our results in writing, mathematics and science at Year 2 and Year 4 were particularly pleasing this year.

For the first time in recent years we saw a dip last year in reading in our end of KS1 results.  We are, therefore, focusing on reading as a priority for improvement across the whole school through staff training and increased parental involvement.

We track children’s individual progress on a regular basis to ensure that expected progress I made to ensure that effective interventions are put into place as soon as a need is identified.

Children who have an identified special educational need make good progress in our school as a result of the quality and level of support we put in place for them.

How are we making sure that every child gets teaching to meet their individual needs?
Children coming into the school are prepared for the transition into school through careful liaison with local playgroups.  We continue this work on ensuring a smooth transition from class to class as the children move through the school. 

As a small school, staff are able to get to know all the children well and this ensures that they can effectively respond to their individual needs as learners.

All classes have full-time teaching assistant support which provides general support to the class as well as targeted work with groups and individuals.  This means that the teachers can meet the needs of more able pupils as well as those with special educational needs.

Teachers are aware of the variety of pupils learning styles and are able to adapt their teaching to best suit the children’s learning.
What have pupils told us about the school, and what have we done as a result?
Children’s views are regularly sought via pupil questionnaires and the School Council, covering all aspects of school life.  Children have told us that they enjoy coming to school to learn and play with their friends in a place that they feel safe.  They are also expected to comment in their annual school report.

Our School Council meets regularly to discuss ways of improving the school by allowing them to have a voice in the running of their school.

Our Playground Friends scheme allows for exciting and stimulating playtimes in which everyone is included .  They have told us that the children enjoy the activities and challenges which have been set up for them.

Our recently trained peer mediators, year 3 and 4 children in the school, have told us that they have been able to resolve minor disputes effectively and fairly.

At the beginning of a new topic, teachers ask the children what it is that they would like to learn as part of this topic and these ideas are incorporated into the curriculum planning.

Children appreciate the various school and classroom rules.

How do we make sure our pupils are healthy, safe and well-supported?
The school has achieved Healthy School status as well as the Active Mark award.  Keeping healthy and active is promoted through our PSHE lessons and assemblies.

The national School Fruit and Vegetable scheme provides the children throughout the school with a daily supply of fresh fruit which the majority of them eat.  All children have regular access to water in the classrooms.

The majority of our children regularly walk to school.  The children have 2 hours of taught Physical Education each week and in addition to this, experience daily physical exercise with our morning ‘Wake and Shake’ activity and afternoon power walk and fitness break.

We are embedding SEAL (Social and Emotional Aspects of Learning) through the Dorset Rainbow programme.  The school has an annual visit to the Life Education van.

We regularly invite visitors into school to talk to the children about Safety issues.
All staff have had child protection training and are CRB checked and as a school we follow recommended safeguarding procedures.  The school ensures enough staff are First Aid qualified.

What activities and options are available to pupils?
There are a range of activities available to pupils across the school which are run by staff and outside providers:

· French

· Football

· Dance

· Art Gymnastics

· Cookery

· Music

· Touch Typing

· Photography

· Gardening

· Drama

Our PTA, FOBRS, fund a number of off-site educational trips during the year that enhances the children’s learning.  Year 4 pupils have the opportunity to go on a residential trip.  Opportunities are also provided for all pupils to participate in live performances.  Professional performers and artists regularly visit the school.

Before and after school provision (with meals available) is provided on-site by the school and the Ragamuffins pre-school.

This year, the school has been part of the Grange School Sports Partnership.  There have been a variety of workshops available for the children during school time as well as lunchtime activities including rugby, football, multi-skills and dance.

How are we working with parents and the community?
Bere Regis actively encourages parents to play a full part in school life.

Parents are kept informed through pupils reading diaries and homework books and we encourage involvement on a day to day basis through informal conversation at the end of the day.

Parents are kept up-to-date with aspects of school life through regular letters.

Parent consultation meetings are offered termly, when children’s progress and targets are shared with parents and ways of helping their child are discussed.  Parents receive an annual written report in the summer term.

Parents and the wider community are frequently invited to attend exhibitions, assemblies and performances to share in the children’s successes.  We have regular visits from members of the community including the Vicar, Pastor, Mothers Union, Women’s Institute, Parish Council, Governors and Dorset Reading Partners.

There is a brief article discussing school developments in the monthly Parish Magazine.

What do our pupils do after leaving this school?
After leaving at 9 years of age, children transfer to Sandford Middle School in Wareham.  Middle School teachers liaise before the transfer to get to know about the children and help ensure a smooth transfer.  Detailed records of children’s progress, including SATS results are passed on.

Our children visit Sandford Middle for one day during the summer term to experience how the middle school operates.

From Sandford Middle School the children have a choice of schools for Secondary Education at either The Purbeck School or Lytchett Minster School.  Every year we are happy to welcome back some of our ‘old’ pupils to do their work experience with us.
