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Introducing our new 

Headteacher  -  Wayne 

Roberts 

I have been a deputy head for 

the past 10 years at Southill 

Primary School in Weymouth 

and I am very excited to be 

taking up my first headship at 

Bere Regis Primary School. 

During my time at Southill I was 

acting Headteacher for a year 

and a term. It was certainly an 

eye opener coming out of the 

classroom and onto the swivel 

chair! The experience gave me the chance to test my skills and abilities 

(and patience), but also made me realise that I really wanted to be a 

Headteacher. 

Prior to teaching at Southill I spent 9 years as a Numeracy Consultant for 

Tower Hamlets and Maths Advisor for Poole LEA.  As a result I am 

passionate about maths and it is my favourite subject to teach. After a 

year with me the majority of children in my class end up loving maths. I 

have even managed to convince some parents that maths is pretty good as 

well! 

My partner and I live in Weymouth and we have 3 children, 2 daughters 

and a son. I enjoy swimming and am a member of Weyport Masters, 

where I try to swim in the pool twice a week and Dorset Open Water 

Squad, which involves swimming in the sea, lakes and rivers. My longest 

swim to date has been Lake Zurich (26 km). I finished my last sea swim for 

the year at the end of October and will begin again when the clocks go 

forward.  This September I completed my first triathlon in the Weymouth 

Challenge and I am really enjoying cycling on my new birthday bike. 

Originally from Melbourne, Australia, I left home to go travelling for 12 

months in 1988. Even though I have lived in the UK for 27 years and Dorset 

for the last 16 of them, I still follow the Australian sports teams as I am still 

an Australian at heart.  The test cricket this year was not so good; however 

considering where the rugby team was 12 months ago they have done 

brilliantly losing to a great All Black team in the final. 
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Who we are 

I have been in post since the 

beginning of January and 

everybody has made me feel 

really welcome. I have learnt all 

the staff names and am slowly 

getting to know all the children’s 

names.  These are exciting times 

for Bere Regis with the building 

and opening of a new school and 

I am looking forward to 

continuing to build upon the 

excellent work of Mr Battishill 

and the staff and taking the 

school forwards, onwards and of 

course upwards. 



Sarah Taylor -  Co-opted Governor 

I am married and have lived in Bloxworth for 

eleven years. I have two children who attend 

Bere Regis school in Kimmeridge and Jurassic 

classes. I work part time for British Airways as 

Cabin Crew and the job has taken me all over 

the world in the last eighteen years. I love my 

job as I get to meet interesting people and visit 

unusual places! When I am at home I enjoy 

spending time with my family and going to the gym. 

I have been a Governor for the last two years and have found it an 

extremely challenging role as it is completely different from my work life. I 

am currently on the Curriculum Committee which is very interesting and 

has taught me many new things. I now appreciate that there is an awful lot 

more that goes on 'behind the scenes' for our teaching staff and 

understand the hard work each teacher puts into their role. 
 

Dominic Bishop  -  Parent Governor 

My wife Alison and I moved to Hollow Oak in 2003. 

We really started getting involved in the village 

after the birth of our daughter Ella. 

Born in Wimborne, schooled in Broadstone and 

Corfe Mullen, I became an apprentice at UKAEA 

Winfrith and went on to study at Southampton. 

I started my first company in 1998 and now run a 

fire and security company based here in Dorset. 

My passions in life include motorsport, skiing and 

sailing, which I try to do as much as possible. 

Being a Governor now for five years and 

currently Chair of the Buildings and Environment 

Committee, I really enjoy a challenge and have also recently joined the 

Parish Council.    

I was lucky enough not to have to 

go straight back to work after 

both boys were born and have 

enjoyed being involved with a 

variety of community clubs, 

mainly fundraising. 

I really do enjoy my role with the 

Governing Body but most 

importantly although my title 

states “Chair of Governors” we 

are a team of volunteers 

collectively working together 

complementing each other’s 

differing skills for the good of the 

school and the children. At times, 

being a Governor can be very 

challenging but it has been an 

amazing experience and one 

which truly lets you see the 

challenges a school faces and how 

much work is done by all of the 

staff before our children have 

even stepped through the door.  
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Vikki Mayo  - Co-opted Governor and Chair of the Governors 

My husband and I moved to the village when Oliver, our eldest was ten 

months old, If I’m being honest we were just moving closer to our parents 

(babysitters!) with the intention of moving on to Wareham/Swanage.  

Nearly 13 years later and we are still here. We love the community feel 

that this village has in abundance and have felt lucky that our children have 

been able to grow up in a community and school that have offered them 

lots of opportunities. 

 Fancy joining us? 

Whilst we have no vacancies 

on the Governing Body at the 

moment, it is always helpful to 

know of possible future 

interest.  Please contact Alison 

Debenham  - by email 

(alison@culverdell.co.uk)  and 

she will send you some more 

information on what being a 

School Governor involves.  Or, 

you can find everything you 

need on the NGA website.   

www.nga.org.uk 



 

New School  

You will have heard, last year, about the unforeseen delays to the new 

school and a letter explaining the background to this is shown below.  We 

are, however, delighted to report that work on the site started on 16th 

November and now it is all systems go!!   

The access road is well underway  and the contractors are currently 

excavating the school site, moving the pylon and preparing the trenches 

for underground cabling. 

We are looking forward to working even more closely with Morgan Sindall 

during the next few months as they will be coming to school to update the 

children.  We will also be arranging for the young people to visit the site 

so that they can see their new school taking shape. 

Jon Maunder, husband of Governor Laura, has become our ‘official 

photographer’ and he is keeping a photo diary so that we can have a 

detailed record of the project for current and future reference.  Thank you 

Jon. 

A selection of his photos are shown right.  Exciting times! 
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How to contact us: 

 by leaving a letter for us in the school office or in the ‘Governors’ Post 

Box’ to the left of the main entrance 

 we will have a visible presence at appropriate school events where you 

will be able to speak to a Governor informally. 

  during parents’ afternoons/evenings you will be able to make a formal 

appointment to speak to a Governor.  

 e-mail via the Clerk, Alison Debenham - alison@culverdell.co.uk, or via 

the dedicated Governors’ e-mail  -  governors@bereregis.dorset.sch.uk 

Dates for your Diary 

You might like to note the dates 

of future governors’ meetings 

* * * 

Wednesday 16th March 2016 

* * * 

Wednesday 4th May 2016 

* * * 

Wednesday 6th July 2016  

Ragamuffins update 

Ragamuffins Pre-school has 

changed recently in that it is now 

managed and run by the School, 

and not as a Charity run by 

Trustees as in previous years.  

The school welcomes them on 

board and looks forward to 

working even more closely with 

the Staff and children in the 

future, to provide a smooth, 

seamless transition into school 

for the children.  The Staff at 

Ragamuffins are always pleased 

to meet with parents and  ‘new’ 

parents who may like their child 

to join us – please feel free to 

contact them on 01929 472125. 
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End of an era! 

Last term saw the retirement of Steve Battishill, our 

Headteacher for over twenty-five years. 

There were a number of events to mark this very 

special occasion, including 

an evening presentation 

from the current Governing 

Body, former governors and 

former staff. Steve was 

presented with a beautiful 

painted glass sculpture of the school emblem  - the 

phoenix rising from the ashes.  Thanks go to Bernie 

Lightfoot for her work in creating this work of art. 

A further reception was held after the KS2 Carol 

Service in December and parents, children and villagers joined Steve at the 

Scout Hut, where more presentations were made. 

On 18th December Steve attended his final assembly at the School.  All of 

the Staff and children from the school and Ragamuffins, with some special 

surprise visitors, attended and took part in a variety of ways to say goodbye 

and thank you.  The children at Ragamuffins made a beautiful card and gift 

which were presented by two children who will be starting in our Reception 

class in the Autumn term.  Tyneham class produced pictures illustrating 

words making up ‘Mr Battishill’ whilst Studland Class produced a fantastic 

CD of the children singing and dancing all around in the school in some very 

unusual places!  The children of Kimmeridge Class illustrated and spoke 

about their favourite memory of ‘Mr B’ whilst Jurassic class tested 

everyone’s memory with a quiz covering 

the last 25 years of events.   

Parents past and present contributed to 

gifts including photographs and a 

drawing of the school, with a monetary 

donation towards a new pair of 

binoculars. 

 

 

 

We are now waiting for some 

drier weather so that the children 

can use the boat, a goodbye gift 

from Mr B, which is moored on 

the field. 


