
‘Toys’ 

(Christmas) 

Reception 

Topic Plan  

Understanding the World (UW) 

The World 

- What were toys like in the past? Did children play with the 
same sorts of toys as us?  Set up our own toy museum.  

- VISITORS - Poole Museum ‘Hands on’ session and Grandparent visit. 

- Materials - What materials are toys made from? Which material is 
best for which toy?   

- Forces - How do we make our toys move? Push, pull or both? 

- Outdoor Learning - Collect foliage to make Christmas decorations. 

People and Communities 

-Organise and take part in a Teddy Bear’s Picnic - invite their families. 

- Talk about the Christmas traditions the children observe in their 
families. 

Technology 

- Use the iPad to take photographs of their work - Use iPad games to 

practise letter formation—e.g. Hairy letters.  

Literacy (L) 

Our favourite toys: Read fiction and non-fiction books about toys. Children bring in and 
describe their favourite toy. They add labels and descriptive captions. 

Teddy Bears: Read non-fiction texts about teddy bears, write facts. Write invitations for 
a teddy bears party. 

Toys from the Past: Read books about Toys from the past—write descriptions to label artefacts in 
our  own toy museum. 

Stories about Toys: Read, listen to and watch stories about toys. Write own stories about a toy’s 
adventure.  

Mathematics (M) 

- Addition and Subtraction  - using 
vocabulary, reading the symbols. 
Beginning to partition numbers in 
different ways. 

- 3D shapes  - building models 

- Measuring lengths—identifying longest and 
shortest, putting them in  order.  

- Time - Days of the week, months of the 
year. 

- Estimating and measuring height and length 
of parcels for wrapping. 

Communication and Language (C&L) 

- Speaking and Listening - formulating and asking questions to visitors, 
sharing opinions. Learn ‘old fashioned’ clapping and skipping songs. 

- Interest Table: Set up a toy museum. Add labels and facts about the toys 
on display. Show the collection to visitors.  

- Role Play: Set up a Toy shop , a toy’s hospital and then Santa’s Workshop. 

Phonics—Read Write Inc. 

-Continue to learn Set 1 sounds—how to say them, 
and how to write them. 

-Learning to blend (for reading) and segment (for 
writing)  VC and CVC words using Set 1 sounds 

-Learning to read ‘red tricky words’ - I, of, the, my,  

Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) 

- Paint portraits of our favourite toys.  

- Create teddy bear masks for use in role play. 

- Make a simple stuffed toy (sewing) and a pop up toy. 

- THEATRE TRIP - Watch  ‘Our Toys’ production at  
The Lighthouse, Poole. 

- Christmas crafts: cards, decorations and party hats.
-Learn Christmas Carols and their roles in the Christ-
mas production. 

Physical Development (PD) 

- Handwriting: Continue to practise writing names correct-
ly and with correct letter formation -set 1 sounds.     

- P.E with Mr Dibden - Gymnastics and Invasion games. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Development (PSED) 

- Good Learning Behaviours—making good learning 
choices.  

- Jigsaw scheme ‘Celebrating Differences’  

- Virtues: Unity and Kindness 

Helping your child at home 

-Share library books and reading books regularly with your child. Read to them at bedtime. 

-Help your child to learn the phonic sounds of each letter (in their My Sounds Book) and play I-spy games with them. 

- Sing counting songs and rhymes (e.g. 10 green bottles) . Count everyday objects …..anything and EVERYTHING!. 


