
Space (Light and Dark) 

Reception 

  Topic Plan  

Understanding the World (UW) 

The World 

- Look at our solar system—name the planets and their spe-
cial features. Compare/contrast the Moon and Earth.  

- VISIT: The Space Dome—looking at stars and constella-
tions.  

- Investigate different sources of light. Experiment with 
how to construct a totally dark space.  Play with shadows.  

- Discuss preparing for different journeys, e.g. school, holi-
day, shops. What would we need ? How would we get there? 
How do astronauts prepare for a journey into space. 

People and Communities 

- Investigate winter traditions around the world.  

- Technology 

- Complete online drawings, jigsaws and take digital photo-
graphs.  

Literacy (L) 

Non fiction: Learn new topic vocabulary. Label diagrams. 
Research planets and write captions or short sentences to 
make a class information book about space. Write invita-
tions to an alien tea party. 

Fiction 

Stories about light and dark: e.g. Bears in the Night, The 
Owl who was Afraid of the Dark.  Sequence events in the 
story and use positional vocabulary.  

Stories about Space: (Whatever Next, Here come the 
Aliens) Story-making - making own Space story. 
Writing descriptions. 

Poetry: Listen to, learn and perform poems and 
songs about Space or Aliens. 

Mathematics (M) 

-Counting: Count, read, write and order 
numbers to 20. Count down! 10-9-8-7-6-5-4-3-2-1-
0. 

- Addition and Subtraction: using vocabulary, add-
ing on one more and reading the symbols. Beginning 
to partition numbers in different ways. 

- 3D shapes:  building models and sorting 

 - Time: Days of the week, months of the year. Use 

candles to measure the passing of time. 

- Weight: compare weights, use non standard 
measures. Weigh ‘moon rocks’. 

Communication and Language (C&L) 

- Describe position and direction for journeys—use 
prepositions in role play and small world play.  

- Role Play: set up a Space Station. Add space suits,  

- Small world: Rocket ship. Alien Gloop,  

Phonics—Read Write Inc. 

-Securing Set 1 sounds - confidently blending  and segmenting to read 
and write longer words. 

-Learning Set 2 sounds—how to say them, and how to write them. 

-Practising blending (for reading) and segmenting (for writing). 

-Learning to read ‘red tricky words’ - I, of, the, my,  no, go, for, he, said.  

- Learn to read RWI Books independently.  

Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) 

- Create different space pictures with 
marbles, paint, glitter and black paper. 

- ART MORNING: 3D Space constellations - wrapping 
and twisting. Studying work of Jean Miro. 

- Make alien finger puppets with felt. Use them to tell 
stories.  

- Junk Modelling: Use reclaimed materials to construct a 
space vehicle.  

- Listen to space music and talk about how it makes them 
feel.  Create a space dance to perform.  

Physical Development (PD) 

- Putting on waterproofs, wellies, 
aprons and role play clothes inde-
pendently. 

-Handwriting: Continue to practise 
writing names correctly and with cor-
rect letter formation -set 1 sounds .     

- P.E with Mr Dibden - Gymnastics and 
Hockey. 

Personal, Social and Emotional Devel-
opment (PSED) 

 - Good Learning Behaviours —making 

good learning choices.  

- Jigsaw ‘Dreams and Goals’ Happy New 
Year - discuss our goals for the year 
ahead.  

- Virtues—Respect and Honesty. 

Helping your child at home 

-Share library books. Read their RWI reading books and ORT books regularly with your child. Read to them at bedtime. 

- Help your child to learn / practise the phonic sounds for sets 1 and 2.  

- Help your child with counting, reading, and ordering numbers 1-20—particularly focussing on the ‘teens’  numbers. 




