
 

 

 

 

 

16th March 2020 
 

Coronavirus (COVID-19) 
Dear Parents,  
 
We are aware of the increased levels of concern around COVID -19 as the situation is changing by 
the hour. We are working to keep the school open and running as normally as possible and would 
therefore would ask for your support in working with us to ensure we all follow the advice we 
have been given by the government.  
 
The current Government advice for schools is as follows: 

• staff, young people and children should stay at home if they are unwell with a new, 
continuous cough or a high temperature to avoid spreading infection to others. Otherwise 
they should attend education or work as normal. 

Therefore, please do not send your child to school if they have a temperature (above 37.8 degrees) 
and/or a new continuous cough. Please ring to let us know.  
 

• if staff, young people or children become unwell on site with a new, continuous cough or a 
high temperature they should be sent home.  

Pupils will be sent home and asked to self-isolate for 7 days. Please see the guidance on self-
isolation https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-
home-guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection 
 

• clean and disinfect regularly touched objects and surfaces more often than usual using 
your standard cleaning products 

We are cleaning all surfaces thoroughly, including making sure surfaces such as door handles are 
disinfected daily by our cleaners. We are also ensuring toilets are kept clean and well-stocked up 
with soap, toilet paper and paper towels. We have asked all staff and pupils to be vigilant and 
report if these need replacing during the day.  
 

• supervise young children to ensure they wash their hands for 20 seconds more often than 
usual with soap and water or hand sanitiser and catch coughs and sneezes in tissues. 

We are supervising our youngest children to ensure they are washing their hands correctly and 
reminding all children regularly about the need to wash their hands frequently and thoroughly (20 
seconds minimum) with warm soapy water or use hand-sanitiser gel (if soap and water are not 
available). 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-people-with-confirmed-or-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection


 

Unfortunately, we have also been asked to cancel all unnecessary trips, visits and visitors to and 
from school until Easter. This will include the following:  

- parents attending star learner assemblies 
- parent readers 
- class exhibitions or assemblies 
- sporting events  
- FOBRS cake sale (due to be on Friday 20th)  
- Open the Book, Dorset Reading Partners and Dorset Music Service. 
- Tyneham trip to Honeybrook Farm (hopefully we can rearrange this for later in the summer 

term). 
We hope that you will understand that this measure is necessary to help limit the spread of 
infection and to protect some of our volunteers, who could be at risk themselves.  
 
We are continuing to:  

• Remind children and staff to avoid touching their eyes nose and mouth. 

• Display posters in school to remind staff and children of good handwashing techniques and 
hygiene at all times; I am attaching them here for your reference.  

• Provide access to hand sanitiser gel in the front entrance for visitors, main office, 
playground and dining hall.  

 
We will endeavour to keep the school open unless directed by Public Health England (PHE) or if 
the Government issues a statement of enforced closures. However, we will only be able to remain 
open if we have a suitable level of teaching staff and if we can fully comply with our legal 
obligations. As we have a small number of teaching staff at Bere Regis, having a number of them 
out will greatly affect our ability to deliver the standard of education we aim to provide. 
Therefore, we will be prioritising our oldest KS2 pupils and it may be necessary to notify EYFS, KS1 
and KS2 parents of closures of classes. If we are unable to fulfil our legal requirements with the 
staffing available, we would unfortunately have to close the school. If this does occur, the closure 
of a class or the school would be for a 7 day period, during which time, the situation would be 
reviewed.  
 
To ensure we are prepared, in case of a period of enforced school closure, staff are currently 
working to create home learning activities which would be sent home for children to complete. 
This will include accessing online resources such as Manga High, Spelling Shed and TT Rockstars. 
Unfortunately, we are unable to provide activities on an individual basis to families who decide to 
self-isolate for their own reasons.  
 
 
We have also received the following guidance from Bere Regis Surgery, which Dr Jackson has 
asked us to pass on to you:  

1. The most important thing to remember is that the vast majority of patients who get 
infected with coronavirus have only mild symptoms and recover within 7 days. The most 
effective way to slow the spread of this virus if for individuals to take responsibility for 
recognising the signs of infection (persistent dry cough and/or a temperature greater than 
37.8 degrees) and self-isolate for 7days and not to visit or contact medical services unless 
your symptoms are worsening and particularly if you have problems breathing. 



 

2. We will be trying to run the surgery as ‘normally’ as possible however we will expect to do 
more telephone triage to ensure that we are seeing those most at need and not exposing 
our more vulnerable patients to the risk of infection. 

3. We are suspending the Wednesday Walk-In surgery and will be doing telephone triage in 
its place. We will be closed every day between 13.30 and 14.00 for a staff briefing whilst 
the situation remains so changeable. 

4. We will be taking guidance from the gov.uk website and would urge others to use this and 
the 111.nhs.uk website as a source of information on how to self-isolate, how to avoid 
cross infection and how to self-manage mild to moderate symptoms associated with the 
coronavirus infection. 

 
We are continuously receiving updated information form PHE and will be calling them directly if 
we need to discuss particular issues. I will endeavour to ensure that you are kept informed of any 
new advice from PHE.  
 
Thank you all for your continued support and commitment to keeping our community safe during 
this challenging time. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 

Rachael Brown  
Headteacher 
 

 

 

http://gov.uk/
http://111.nhs.uk/

