
 

Mini-beasts 

Reception 

Understanding the World (UW) 

The World 

- What is a living thing? How do we know they are living? 
Welly walk –identifying living things. 

- What is a mini-beast? Insects, worms and frogs. 

- Continue looking at lifecycle of frog and collect frogspawn 
and observe tadpoles. 

- Lifecycle of butterflies: Hatch, observe and release some 
butterflies. 

- Create a womery—observe worm behaviour. 

- River dipping—look at water mini-beasts and their pupa.  

- Create bug friendly spaces— e.g. bug hotels.  

Technology 

- Taking photographs and videos of living things with iPad. 

- Logging on to laptops - using simple programs.  

- Researching living things—Espresso, BBC wildlife.  

Personal, Social Emotional Development (PSED) 

- Jigsaw scheme — Unit 5 Relationships 

- Virtues -  Patience and Forgiveness 

Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) 

- Learn songs about mini-beasts. Compose own mini-beast rhythms. 

- Exploring instruments made from natural materials (e.g. seed pods) 

- Make seed shakers and model animals. 

- Make giant mini-beasts with willow and tissue-paper. 

- Design and make a mini– beast garden. 

Mathematics (M) 

- Read, count and order numbers to 20—particularly 
focussing on the teens numbers.  

- Counting in steps of 2, 5 and 10. 

- Doubling and halving. 

- Addition and subtraction— as counting on. Writing 
symbols and using correct vocabulary. 

- Money and shopping. 

- Data Handling—bar graphs and pictograms. 

Literacy (L) 

Non-fiction: Reading non-fiction books to research mini-beasts. Labelling groups of living things, adding 
captions to diagrams of mini-beasts. To create fact-files. Reading and writing instructions for making a 
womery. Explanations of Life-cycles.  

Stories: Reading stories about mini-beasts including The Tadpole’s Promise, The 
Hungry Caterpillar, The Butterfly Dance and The Teeny Weeny Tadpole. Story-
making - making own mini-beast stories and story maps; write them.  

Poetry: Read mini-beast poems and write their own. 

Communication and Language (C&L) 

- Small world play: Butterfly garden, pond scene, mini 
gardens for fairies. 

- Role Play:  Mini-beast observation station. 

Physical Development (PD) 

- Ball skills and gymnastics with Mr 
Dibden 

- ‘Ugly Bug Ball’ - a mini-beast dance 

Phonics—Read Write Inc. 

-Securing Set 2 sounds - confi-
dently blending  and segmenting to 
read and write longer words in-
cluding 2 and 3 syllable words. 

- Learn Set 3 sounds—how to say 
and write them. 

-Practising blending (for reading) 
and segmenting (for writing). 

-Learning to read (and spell) ‘red 
tricky words’ -e.g. I, said, you, he. 

- Continue to learn to read Read 
Write Inc. Books independently.  

-Learn the alphabet song and the 
names of the letters.  

Helping your child at home 

-Share library books. Read their RWI reading books and ORT books regularly with your child. Read to them at bedtime. 

- Help your child to learn / practise the phonic sounds for sets 1, 2. and 3.  

- Help your child with counting, reading, and ordering numbers 1-20 (and beyond)—particularly focussing on the ‘teens’  numbers. 

 - Help your child complete some of the home learning challenges. Talk to them about mini-beasts you see. 



 

 


