
 

 

 

 

   
 

Dear Parents, 
 
I hope you are all managing to keep safe and well whilst making the best of the current situation. It 
has been a very interesting week! I apologise in advance for the length of this letter, but there really 
is a lot to say to you.  
 
Following the announcement last Sunday by the Prime Minister of the planned phased return to 
school for some children, at the earliest on 1st June, I am sure that you will all be anxious to hear 
how we, as a school, will be working to implement this.  
 
Firstly, let me be clear that no plans were communicated to us prior to the government’s 
announcement last Sunday and guidance has been dripping in very slowly this week and is changing 
daily. The guidance we have received so far includes splitting children up into small teaching groups 
(containing the same adult(s) and same children at all times); staggered start and finish times to 
avoid congestion at the school gates and one adult only dropping off and collecting. We are being 
asked to clean surfaces throughout the day and at the end of the day, wear PPE for First Aid and set 
out classrooms for social distancing, avoiding contact with and between children.  
 
Today, I would like to be totally honest with you, making you all aware of some key facts regarding 
the planned opening, what school would look like for your child, should you decide to send them, 
and where we are in our planning process. I hope that this will give you some information, which 
will help you make an informed decision as to whether or not you would like your child to return to 
school. 
 
The phased return, for us as a primary school, means that as well as continuing to provide childcare 
for the children of critical workers, we would need to re-open for pre-school children due to start 
school in September, Reception, Year 1 and Year 6.  They should be prioritised and accommodated, 
if possible, in that order. It is up to schools to decide what is safe and manageable.  
 
When we begin to re-open for more of our children, school will be a very different place to which 
we are used to, certainly at least, this side of the summer holidays. Children will need to be split into 
small groups or ‘bubbles’, which could mean that children are not placed with their friends. The 
adults in school can only work with one bubble and the different bubbles cannot mix at all. The adult 
working with each bubble may not be the children’s usual class teacher or TA. Each bubble will need 
to have a separate playtime and lunchtime, away from the other bubbles and will eat their school 
packed lunch (there will not be hot meals) or home packed lunch in the classroom. They will be 
unable to use the outdoor play equipment or play team games.   
 



 

Some furniture, soft furnishings and ‘unnecessary’ equipment will have to be removed from classes, 
a one-way system installed for any corridor use and the library and hall will be out of bounds (except 
to the bubble who may have to use it as a classroom). Children will have to remain at their desks 
and keep to their own equipment; they will not be able to gather for a story or to complete group 
work. They won’t have access to all the practical resources they would normally have because they 
all have to be kept clean to avoid infection.  
 
In terms of the education we would be able to deliver, it simply will not be practically possible to 
provide the curriculum as we would normally do. The curriculum will be limited and will focus on 
the learning from the key skills document and choosing boards, which will continue to be sent home 
for all classes. The learning that will happen in school will very much mirror what you have been 
doing at home: each child will have their learning pack (as we send them home) and will be guided 
through it. We want our youngest children to return to school, to continue to support their early 
skills development, however, young children learn by touching, doing, being with others and 
sharing; all of which will have to be limited as far as is possible. 
 
I must also make it clear that social distancing is just not possible in primary schools. We will try our 
utmost to protect our children and staff, putting into place all the protective measures we can, but 
we certainly cannot guarantee their safety. If you choose to return your child to school, you must 
understand and be aware of the risks.  
 
Of course, we will try our very best to make the experience as positive as possible. We recognise 
that children will be anxious and so, there will be a greater emphasis on activities to promote 
children’s mental health and well-being; having a consistent adult or adults and small bubbles will 
help with this too.  
 

The level of planning and changes to the school environment that need to be put in place in order 
to create a manageable curriculum and reduce the risk of infection to staff, children and you at 
home is huge. We have made a good start but haven’t been able to work it all out yet. It is a real 
headache and I have never had to manage anything like this – or as serious as this before. I hope 
you can appreciate the level of difficulty this presents, but it is vital so that we can at least try to 
minimise the risks. Obviously, there may be occasions when we have to close the school at very 
short notice; please be aware of this when making any decision to return to work.  
 
What I can tell you now is this: in order for us to do this properly, and to adequately train our staff, 
we will be unable to open for any additional year groups until the 8th June. There will be staggered 
starts and ends of the day and the week will be shorter, to allow for adequate staffing, for teachers 
to prepare home-learning for other classes and for the school to be deep-cleaned.   
 
As it stands at this moment in time, we are planning to begin the re-opening for children in pre-
school due to start school in September, Reception and Year One. We are also expecting an 
increased number of critical worker children needing to attend. We simply do not have the capacity 
at this time, in terms of space and staffing, to accommodate Year Six pupils. If and when we can, we 
would hope to extend our offer to this year group; we would like for the children to have some time 
in school before the summer break, but we cannot guarantee that this will be possible.  
 



 

I understand that some of you may be disappointed by this. However, I ask that you trust us to make 
the right decisions, so that we are able to provide for our children in the best way that we can. We 
all want to be back together, in our lovely school, as before, but safety must come first, and we must 
work within the guidelines we are given.   
 
On Monday 1st and Friday 5th June, the school will be closed to all pupils, to allow for staff training 
and final preparations. Tuesday 2nd - Thursday 4th June, we will continue to provide care for the 
children of critical workers. If you are a critical worker and need childcare for your child on Monday 
1st and Friday 5th June, please contact the school office and we will put you in touch with our local 
hub.  
 

In the email that accompanies this letter, you will find a link to a Google survey we have set up to 
find out how many of you would want to send your children back, if we were able to accommodate 
them.  Please complete the survey as soon as possible as it will provide us with vital information to 
aid our planning. The first question will be ‘Have you read this letter first?’. That is important 
because we wouldn’t want you to think that your children are missing school, their friends and 
normality – as we all are - and so just decide on that alone to send them back. School will NOT be 
school in the way that we have known it previously. Although we are asking all of you to complete 
the survey, we also need to be clear that it is ONLY pre-school, Reception, Year one and Six, along 
with the children of critical workers, being considered in this phase; if you have children in other 
years they CANNOT return at this stage. We hope that knowing your thoughts will be useful in 
onward planning over the coming months. 
 

Should you decide that you wish for your child to stay at home, that is absolutely fine and be assured 
that we will totally understand and respect that. You will not be fined, and you will continue to 
receive home-learning for your child that mirrors what we will aim to provide in school.  What we 
do ask of you is that, based on the information you have, you make a decision one way or the other; 
we simply cannot have people dropping in and out of school, as this will make planning and 
resourcing impossible.  
 
When we have collated all your responses and have finalised our plans, I will be able to give you a 
better idea of how school and ‘bubbles’ will be organised. Thank you all for the time you have given 
to reading this and I hope that it gives you a clearer picture of what to expect in the coming weeks.  
 
We appreciate all the support you have given us and hope we can continue to rely on this over the 
next few difficult weeks. Thank you all.  
 
Take care and stay safe. 
 
 

Rachael Brown            Lucy Roberts 
(Headteacher)            (Chair of Governors) 

 


