
Growth and 
Change  

Animals and Plants 

Our topic this half term is: 

Understanding the World (UW) 

The World 

Investigate: what is a living thing?  Go on a welly and take photos and drawings of all 
the different things that are living. 

Explore the human lifecycle. Develop a better idea of how to look after babies and 
what we need to grow.  

Look at different types of animals and identify whether they are born from eggs or 
born live.  

Learn about lifecycles of other animals, such as frogs! Receive weekly updates to ob-
serve the different stages of an animals life cycle.   

Think about the different types of plants that grow outside or in a garden. Name dif-
ferent parts of a flowering plant. 

Work scientifically to plant cress seeds and determine how we can keep our plants 
healthy. What is the ideal environment?  

People and Communities  

Compare and contrast how different people celebrate East-
er. Develop and understanding of the Easter story. 

Technology 

Plant broad beans and sunflowers from seeds. Tending plants and recording the 
growth of the plants by taking photos and videos with iPads.  

Literacy (L) 

Non-fiction: Labelling groups of living things and parts of plants, adding captions to diagrams. 
Writing instructions for sowing seeds, making own seed packets. Creating a non-fiction book 
explaining life cycle of a frog. Keeping a plant diary. 

Stories: Jasper’s Beanstalk, Once there were giants, Dora’s Eggs, The Very Hungry Caterpillar, 
The Tadpole’s Tale, Tad and Monkey Puzzle. Writing own stories about a mystery egg that 
hatched in the classroom.  

Poetry: Reading and reciting the poem: ‘How does your garden grow?’ Write own poems about 
gardens and plants using descriptive words.  

Communication and Language 
(C&L) 

Small world play: making miniature 
gardens using found objects from a 
welly walk.  

Focus on learning and using topic 
vocabulary in everyday conversa-
tions.   

Expressive Arts and Design (EAD) 

Learn new songs about living things and growing and de-
veloping movements to accompany the songs. 

Exploring instruments made from natural materials (e.g. 
seed pods). Make seed shakers and model animals. 

Using junk modelling to create a frog, representing part 
of the frogs’ life cycle and paper plates to make flowers. 

Look at the work of Vincent Van Gogh. Explore water 
colours and create a piece of art reflecting Vincent Van 
Gogh’s painting ‘Sunflowers’.  

Mathematics (M) 

Counting: Read, count and order numbers to 20 —particularly focussing on 
the teens numbers. 

Addition and Subtraction: Using key vocabulary, adding and subtracting num-
bers by counting on or counting back. Developing 
knowledge of number bonds to 5 and 10. 

Measurement: comparing different weights of 
seeds. Measuring the height of plants as they 
grow. Using centimetres. 

Time: looking at times of the day, clocks and 
months in the year.  

Money: Solving practical problems involving 
counting and money.  

Personal, Social Emotional Devel-
opment (PSED) 

Jigsaw topic: ‘Healthy me’ - looking at the 
different food groups and discussing: how 
can I stay healthy? 

Making our own sandwiches using the cress 
that children planted themselves.  

Behaviour bears— re-cap the different 
behaviour bears and their individual quali-
ties. What behaviour bear could you be 
like at home? 

Virtue this half term: kindness  

Phonics—Read Write Inc 

Securing Set 1 sounds and confidently blending  
and segmenting to read and write longer words. 

Continue to learn Set 2 sounds focusing on how 
to say and write them. 

Practising blending (for reading) and segmenting 
(for writing). 

Learning to read and write red ‘tricky’ words. 

Continue to learn to read Read Write Inc. books 

independently.   

Helping your child at home 

Read everyday! Share library books, Listen to your child read their ORT reading books regularly and read to them at bedtime. 

Practise counting, reading, and ordering numbers 1-20—particularly focussing on the ‘teens’  numbers. 

Identify areas of the key skills document for you and your child to work on. Use this to monitor your child's progress and develop any 
personal targets.  

Encourage a good routine for home learning that allows your child to practise their key skills whilst also engaging with some of the 
choosing board activities each day. Remember to upload any work your child has completed to Tapestry so that Miss David  can give 
feedback.  

Inform the school of any changes that need to be made in regards to your child's learning, such as new tricky words, next level reading 
books or new spelling lists on spelling shed etc.  

Physical Development (PD) 

Handwriting: Continue to practise correct 
letter formation for Set 1 and Set 2 
sounds. Confidently and accurately write 
own names.  

P.E with Mr Cooper 

Health and Self-care: Develop an under-
standing of food groups and the need for a 
variety of different foods in our diets. 
What factors contribute to a good health?  

Parts of a Plant 

Topic      

Vocabulary:  

baby 

toddler 

child 

teenager  

adult  

elderly 

human  

living  

growing  

birth  

eggs 

hatch 

animals  

plants 

seeds 

sow 

Grow 

Maths    

Vocabulary:  

numbers (0-20) 

count on  

count back 

addition  

subtraction  

more than, less than  

Time: months of the 

year, hours, seconds, 
digital, analogue, 
clock  

quick, quicker, quick-
est  

slow, slower, slowest 

tall, taller, tallest   

Money: coins, price 

Shapes: 2D shapes, 
3D shapes  

pattern, repeating 
patterns 

weight: heavy, heavi-
est, light, lightest, 
scales  

 

Some animals and 
their young. 

Tyneham—Spring term  


