
Great Fire of London 

English: 

Inspired by the diary entries of Samuel Pepys, we 
will be writing letters from the point of view of 
someone living in London in 1666 during The Great 
Fire of London.  

We will be using knowledge gained from our history 
lessons to compose a newspaper report as written 
during the time of The Great Fire of London; this will 
include looking at old clippings for inspiration, various sources of primary 
and secondary detail of the events and other media sources such as  
television.  To consolidate our knowledge of titles and subtitles as previ-
ously taught in the Autumn Term, we will structure those reports using 
these features.   

In addition, will be learning to write in the first 
person, using expanded noun phrases, which will 
include various adjectives to promote the use of 
vocabulary. Building on learning from Year 1, all 
children will be using capital letter for ‘I’ and 
using questions and exclamation sentences to 
show confidence using a wide range of punctua-
tion. 

 

In Maths, the objectives covered during this half term will be to:

• recognise and name 2-D shapes [for example, rectangles (including 
squares), circles and triangles]  

• compare and sort common 2-D shapes and everyday objects.   

• identify and describe the 
properties of 2-D shapes, 
including the number of 
sides and line symmetry in a 
vertical line 

 

• interpret and construct simple pictograms and tally charts.    

 

• add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, 
pictorial representations, and mentally, including:   

• subtracting a two-digit number and ones  

• subtracting a two-digit number and tens   

• adding two two-digit numbers   

 

• calculate mathematical statements for multiplica-
tion and division within the multiplication tables 
and write them using the multiplication (×), division (÷) and equals 
(=) signs  

• use a variety of language to describe multiplication and division.   

 

Our topic will focus on: 

History– We will be learning about The Great Fire of London as part of our study 
of a historic event beyond living memory. We will draw comparisons between     
modern day Bere Regis and historic London in 1666. Through research, links be-
tween the cause and consequence of the fire will be investigated, with special    
attention to the chronology of the events. For some hands-on learning, we are   
fortunate enough to have a visit from our local fire service to allow the children to 
see in action the difference between recent day and from previous centuries 
equipment. Our drama day will consolidate learning and include a recreation of a day 
in the life of a person living through The Great Fire of London. 

DT - Using reclaimed materials, we will recreate Tudor houses, 
paying attention to design and architecture from that era,         
including the beamed wall designs and thatched roofs. In order to 
observe the rapid nature of fire spreading, the houses the children 
created will be used as a replica of a typical London street. 

Art– Using tissue paper to create sculptures, we will be recreating the 
work of Philip Cox as part of a study of a famous artist. Additional 
tissue paper will be put to good use in paper collages forming  images 
of the Great Fire of London—particular attention  will be paid to  
overlaid colours, texture and balance.   

Computing– In addition to our termly recap of internet safety, the children will use 
various tools to create a digital image representing The Great Fire of London.  

PE– Through gymnastics and dance, we will be improving 
our control of physical motion using our bodies and 
aware of space and shape. 

MFL– In French, we will be continuing to consolidate the 
children’s learning by reinforcing the basics of language 
acquisition such as greetings, numbers, colours. 

Topic vocabulary                  Maths vocabulary 

compare             village                 add 

house                 monuments            subtract 

fire                   landmarks              total 

wattle                                            equal 

daub                                                tens 

design                                             ones 

materials                                         array 

collage                                             tally 

city                                                  pictograms 

How to get involved: 

Visit from the Fire Station– TBC  

Monday 16th January– Art morning  

How you can help your child at home: 

Listen to them read every day. Ask them what has happened in the 
text, encourage them to make predications and discuss character feel-
ings. Also assist them to identify the punctuation types in the text, 
such as those used in their writing i.e. question marks, exclamation 
marks. 

Please continue to support your child’s basic Maths skills by using a 
variety of practice methods: Manga High, TT Rockstars and other 
maths games. 

Encourage your child to practice the statutory spellings for their year 
group on Spelling Shed and their personal targets found in their   
reading diaries. 

Monitor their key skills document as they are reviewed and updated in 
school which are also in their reading diaries. If you feel they need an 
element highlighted as achieved, please make a note of this in your 
child’s reading record.  

Log in details for websites can be found in reading diaries, however 
please contact us if you are unable to locate them. 

Lulworth Class Spring 1 

PHSE and Spiritual/Social/Moral/Cultural aspects 

The virtue we will be focusing on this half term is fairness. 

In PSHE we will be focusing on ‘Keeping safe’. 

We will weave fairness into our PSHE learning and everyday classroom 
learning.  

Each day we will continue to have both a fitness break and a mindfulness 
session in which the children will learn the importance of self regulation 
and relaxation.  

Use our virtual bookshelf to find out more information on The Great Fire of London. 


