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Intent and Ethos 

At Bere Regis Primary and Pre-school we understand that a child’s early experiences are of the utmost importance as they lay the foundations upon which all other learning 
will be based. We aim to ensure that we provide this for every child through a nurturing environment, exciting learning opportunities and promoting the development of a 
‘can do’ attitude. At Bere Regis Primary and Pre-school, we endeavour to provide a rich curriculum and purposeful play opportunities, in order to foster a lifelong love of 
learning and support the social development and emotional well-being of our children.  

Four overarching principles will shape our practice:  

• Every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured.  

• Children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships.  

• Children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them 

to build their learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between the school and parents. 

• Learning and development is important. Children develop and learn in different ways and at different rates. 

We aim to provide for our children: 

• Quality and consistency, so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind.  

• A secure foundation through learning and development opportunities which are planned around the needs and interests of each child and are assessed and 
reviewed regularly.  

• Partnership working between practitioners and parents.  

• Equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every child is included and supported.  
 

Through our high-quality early years provision, we promote and teach the following skills and values, which link to our whole school virtues and the Characteristics of 
Effective Learning (see implementation): 

• Effective communication  
• Self-regulation (Reflection and Self-discipline) 
• Positive play (Fairness, Patience and Kindness) 
• Friendships (Unity, Forgiveness and Honesty) 
• Inquisitiveness and Problem solving (Courage) 
• Respect for others and our environment (Gratitude, Respect and Responsibility) 
• A ‘can do’ attitude and resilience when faced with challenges (Resilience and determination) 
 
Legal Framework 
This policy has due regard to all relevant legislation and guidance including, but not limited to, the following:  

• DfE (2021) ‘Statutory framework for the early years foundation stage’ 

• DfE (2021) ‘Early years foundation stage profile: 2022 handbook’  

• DfE (2021) ‘Development Matters’ 



 

Implementation 

Our curriculum is based on the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) statutory framework for children aged 0-5. The framework is divided into the following areas of learning 
and their associated Early Learning Goals: 

Prime Areas – These essential skills and knowledge are the main focus for Pre-
school and are built upon in the Reception year.  

Specific Areas – As children move into the Reception year, a greater focus is placed 
upon these essential skills and knowledge.  

Communication and Language 

• Listening, Attention and Understanding  

• Speaking 
Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

• Self-Regulation 

• Managing Self 

• Building Relationships 
Physical Development 

• Gross Motor Skills 

• Fine Motor Skills 

Literacy 

• Comprehension 

• Word Reading 

• Writing 
Mathematics 

• Numbers 

• Numerical Patterns 
Understanding of the world 

• Past and Present 

• People, Culture and Communities 

• The Natural World 
Expressive Arts and Design 

• Creating with Materials 

• Being Imaginative and Expressive 

Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning underpin the EYFS curriculum and are promoted by practitioners in both Pre-school and Reception class so that children 
are able to access the rich learning experiences we provide. These are:  

Playing and exploring – children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’. 

Active learning – children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements. 

Creating and thinking critically – children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things. 

Organisation 

At Bere Regis Primary and Pre-school, key skills and knowledge are taught in each year group, through topic themed, cross curricular learning. In pre-school, themes are on 
a two-year cycle, as children may with us from 2 to 4 years of age, before moving into the main school.  These topics very much reflect the changing seasons throughout the 
year, to enable us to make the most of our grounds and local environment. In Reception year, topics are chosen as a response to children’s interests; they are carefully 
planned to build upon children’s prior learning and develop essential skills and knowledge throughout the year, so that children are able to access the year one curriculum.  

At the start of each half term, topic maps are provided for parents and carers to explain the key learning and vocabulary within each topic.  



Topic Overview – Pre-school  

Year A Autumn  Spring  Summer 

 Autumn Days Celebrations Our favourite stories Growing plants People who help us Under the Sea  
Enquiry questions Why do leaves turn 

brown?  
What and how do we 
celebrate?  

Which stories do we 
love and why?  

How do seeds grow?  Who helps us and why?  What lies beneath the 
waves? 

Main focus Settling in (Baseline) 
Signs of Autumn 
Autumn Weather 
Autumn clothing  
Animals in Autumn 
Autumn Fruits and 
Vegetables – Harvest  
 

 

Birthdays 
Family celebrations 
Bonfire Night 
Diwali 
Remembrance 
Hanukah  
Christmas  
 

 

We’re Going on a Bear 
Hunt 
Mr Wolf’s Pancakes 
Handa’s Surprise 
The Very Hungry 
Caterpillar 
Alien’s love Underpants 
Giraffe’s Can’t Dance 
Hairy Maclary  
 
 

Spring bulbs and plants 
Growing seeds and 
planting raised beds 
Looking after our plants 
 
 

 

My friends and family. 
Who helps us at pre-
school? (keyworkers and 
teachers) 
Helping us to stay 
healthy (doctors and 
dentists). 
Emergency services 
(fire, police and 
ambulance services) 

Exploring the oceans 
Colourful Fish  
Mighty Whales 
Creatures of the deep 

Coral and seaweed 
 
 

 

Experiences Visit- welly walk in 
May’s wood 

Visit – Christmas show 
at the theatre 

Visitor – Library / author 
visit 

Visit – allotments or 
gardens 

Visitor – emergency 
services 

Visit to the Oceanarium/ 
Sealife Centre 

Celebrations/events Halloween Christmas performance 
/ party 

Pancake Day Mothers’ Day  
Easter 

SCARF – Life Education 
van 

Fathers’ Day 
Sports Day 

 Read Write Inc. – set one speed sounds and oral blending are taught throughout 

 

Year B Autumn  Spring  Summer 

 All about me Winter Food Life Cycles  Once upon a time… Summertime 
Enquiry questions Who am I? Why am I so 

special?  
Why does it feel cold in 
winter?  

What foods do we like 
and why? Can we grow 
our own food?  

How do animals change 
over time?  

Who are the goodies 
and baddies in stories?  

How can we enjoy the 
summer weather safely? 

Main focus Settling in -Getting to 
know me. 
Me and my family - my 
special people. 
The things I like / dislike 
Similarities and 
differences. 
My special body - senses 

Signs of winter - winter 
weather  
Winter clothes 
Winter foods  
Ice – freezing and 
melting 
Feeding the birds 
 

My favourite foods 
Pancake Day 
Fruits and vegetables 
Foods from around the 
world e.g. Chinese 
Planting cress and beans 
 
 

Animals and their young 
Human babies 
Woolly week 
Caterpillar – butterfly 
Chicks and hens 
Pets 
 
 

Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears 
The Three Little Pigs 
The Gingerbread Man 
Little Red Riding Hood 
The Billy Goats Gruff 
 
 

Summertime fun – 
water/sand. 
Summer clothing 
Sun and Beach safety 
Summer foods / picnic 
 

Experiences Visitor -  Visit- welly walk in 
May’s wood 

Visitor – Make and 
share a fruit salad. 

Visit to the Kingston 
Mauward Farm. 

Visit – Go on a Bear 
Hunt 

Visitor -Plan and hold a 
Beach Party 

Celebrations/ events  Christmas performance 
/ party 

Chinese New Year Mothers’ Day 
Easter 

SCARF – Life Education 
visit 

Fathers’ Day 
Sports Day 
Transition  



 Read Write Inc. – set one speed sounds and oral blending are taught throughout 

Teaching 

Each area of learning and development is implemented through planned, purposeful play, and through a mix of adult-led and child-initiated (continuous provision) 

activities. Children's choices are carefully monitored to ensure a balanced programme. Staff respond to each child’s emerging needs and interests, guiding their 

development through warm, positive interaction. The continuous provision is monitored by staff and more challenges built in as children grow older, and as their 

development allows. It can also be more directed by staff as children get older and more mature, so that as they approach year one, they are prepared for the key stage 

one curriculum.  

A specific emphasis is placed on the teaching of early reading. Children are introduced to phonics through the Read Write Inc Phonics programme. In pre-school, children 

are introduced to a sound per week, with daily practice of oral blending and segmenting. They aim to learn all set one sounds, during the course of the year. In the 

reception year, children have a daily session, with ‘keep up’ sessions for those who are in danger of falling behind. Staff also deliver reading lessons to children grouped by 

attainment level. At the end of the week the Read Write Inc reading book, together with the match Book Bag book and QR codes of taught sounds are sent home for 

children to practise with their family. Parents are invited to attend a workshop in September each year to find out how they can best support the learning to read process. 

 

Learning Environment 

Both the pre-school and the reception classrooms are organised to allow children to explore and learn securely and safely. There are defined areas where the children can 

be active, quiet or creative; children are able to find and locate equipment and resources independently. 

Both groups have a large outdoor area which include:  

• Hard playground for wheeled toys and / or large construction 

• A wooden playhouse 

• Mud kitchen 

• Large sandpit and / or water play facilities 

• Tough spot trays for messy play  
 

During the majority of the day children are able to free-flow between the indoor and outdoor spaces. Being outdoors offers the children opportunities for doing things in 

different ways and on different scales. They are able to explore, use their senses, develop their language skills and be physically active. We plan activities and resources 

both inside and outside enabling the children to develop in all areas of learning. 

 

 

 



Assessment 

Ongoing assessment is an integral part of the learning and development processes. Staff observe pupils to identify their level of achievement, interests and learning styles. 

These observations are used to shape future planning. Staff also consider observations shared by parents and/or carers. Assessments contribute to the child’s individual 

profile on Tapestry (an online assessment and communication tool).  

When a child starts pre-school, we will ask their parent to complete an ‘All about me’ document (on Tapestry). This enables staff to get to know the likes and dislikes and 

usual routine of the child. Within the first 6 weeks (or half term) that a child starts in pre-school, staff will conduct a baseline assessment. This will include an assessment of 

well-being, using the Leuven scales and an assessment of a child’s communication and language skills, using the WellComm toolkit.  

Within the first six weeks of starting reception class, the class teachers will administer the Reception Baseline Assessment (RBA). In November, reception class staff will also 

complete screening for NELI (Nuffield Early Language Intervention) with all children in order to understand who will benefit from the intervention programme.   

At the end of the EYFS, staff complete the EYFS profile for each child. Pupils are assessed against the 17 early learning goals, indicating whether they are:  

• Meeting expected levels of development  

• Not yet reaching expected levels (‘emerging’)  
 

The profile reflects ongoing observations, and discussions with parents and/or carers. The results of the profile are shared with parents and/or carers for their child. The 

profile is moderated internally (referring to the DFE exemplification videos) and in partnership with other local schools, to ensure consistent assessment judgements. EYFS 

profile data is submitted to the local authority and, most importantly, forms the basis of transition discussions with year one teachers. 

Working in partnership with parents and carers 

We recognise that children learn and develop well when there is a strong partnership between school and home, as parents and carers have the biggest impact on their 

children’s success. Support from home is invaluable and makes a huge difference to the progress a child makes. Parents are kept informed of all happenings in the school by 

regular newsletters, emails, stay and play events, a phonics workshop and other assemblies and functions throughout the year. 

Each child is assigned a key worker (or class teacher in reception class) who helps to ensure that their learning and care is tailored to meet their needs. The key person 

supports parents and carers in guiding their child’s development at home. The key person also helps families to engage with more specialist support, if appropriate. Parents 

and carers of all children within the EYFS phase are kept up to date with their child’s progress and development via Tapestry which is designed to capture key moments of 

their child’s learning and development. Parents and carers are encouraged to access this from home and can comment on photos and videos from staff; they can also share 

their own photos and short videos from home with their child’s key worker or teacher. 

In pre-school, a learning review is written at the end of each term, giving details of each child’s development and next steps in the prime areas of learning.  Before children 

move into reception class, a planned series of transition takes place, beginning with a transition questionnaire for parents and a transition meeting, with the child’s key 

worker.  At the start of the summer term, the reception class teacher regularly visits the pre-school to read stories and join in with circle time. In the second half of the 

summer term, pre-school children make weekly visits to the reception classroom, supported by their key workers. Parents are invited to an open afternoon, where essential 

information for the best possible start in September, is shared. There is also an opportunity for individual parental consultations with the class teacher.  



In reception class, termly parent consultation meetings as well as the EYFS profile at the end of the year help to provide parents and/or carers with a well-rounded picture 

of their child’s knowledge, understanding and abilities. A report is sent out at the end of the summer term and parents are invited into school to discuss this report if they 

wish. It is important to stress that if parents are7 concerned in any way about their child, they should telephone or call into the school to make an appointment to discuss 

their concerns with the key worker, class teacher or Headteacher.  

 

Inclusion  

At Bere Regis Primary and Pre-School, we value the diversity of all individuals within our school community; all children and their families are treated fairly whatever their 

race, gender, religion or abilities. We aim to give our children every opportunity to achieve their best. We do this by taking account of our children’s range of life 

experiences when planning for their learning. We do this by:   

• Planning opportunities that build upon and extend children’s knowledge, experience and interests, and develop their self-esteem and confidence; 

• Using a wide range of teaching strategies based on children’s learning needs;  

• Providing a wide range of opportunities to motivate and support children and to help them to learn effectively;  

• Providing a safe and supportive learning environment in which the contribution of all children is valued;  

• Using resources which reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping;  

• Providing challenging activities for children whose ability and understanding are in advance of their language and communication skills;  

• Monitoring children’s progress and acting to provide support and intervention as necessary.  

• Fostering a Growth Mindset approach to learning. Children are praised for effort and rewarded for traits such as not giving up and challenging themselves as well as 
making others feel good about themselves.  

 

Special Educational Needs  

Continual informal and formal assessments undertaken by staff provide opportunities to identify any special educational needs a child may have. As children all develop 

differently, it is recognised that a significant lack in achievement after the initial settling in period requires careful monitoring. Children identified with special educational 

needs are monitored and initial concerns are discussed with parents, SENCO, and specialist advice may be sought from other agencies e.g. the Speech and Language 

Therapy Service.  

 

Impact  

The following statements represent our ambition for all children to achieve by the end of each year in our EYFS classes (N1, N2 and Reception).  

 

 



By the end of the first year of pre-school (N1) – I am 3, I can….. 

Communication and Language Personal Social and Emotional Development Physical Development 
Listening, Attention and  
Understanding 

Speaking  
 

Self –Regulation and 
Managing Self 

Building Relationships Gross Motor-skills Fine- Motor skills 

Enjoy playing with sounds, 
songs and rhymes.  
 
Listen to nursery rhymes and 
start to join in with others.  
 
Listen to simple picture book 
stories with increasing 
concentration.  
 
Understand how to use simple 
objects. 
 
Understand longer sentences.  
Understand simple who, what, 
where questions. 
 
Respond to simple instructions 
e.g. putting something away. 

Hold a conversation, jumping 
from topic to topic. 
 
Develop ‘pretend play’.  
 
Start to share my feelings and 
needs through words.  
 
Recite a number of favourite 
nursery rhymes /songs.  
 
 
 
 
 

Express a range of emotions.  
 
Find a trusted adult for 
comfort, when I need it.  
 
Tell a trusted adult how I feel 
e.g. sad, happy, cross.  
 
Wait my turn for something I 
would like to do.  
 
Make choices about foods at 
snack time.  
 

Separate happily from my 
family when I arrive at pre-
school.  
 
Play with confidence alongside 
other children.  
 
Start to make friendships. 
 
Enjoy new experiences outside 
of pre-school (e.g. a welly 
walk).  
 
Complete some activities or 
tasks independently (me do it)  
 
Choose activities with help. 

Enjoy physical activities. 
 
Use a scoot along toy and see-
saw.  
 
Kick a ball 
 
Use large muscle movements 
to wave streamers and flags, 
paint and make marks.  
 
Use the potty or toilet, with 
some help.  
 
 

Wash my hands. 
 
Confidently feed myself with a 
spoon. I am beginning to use a 
fork.  
 
 
 
 
 

Literacy Mathematics  
Language and 
Comprehension 

Word Reading 
 

Writing Numbers and Numerical 
Patterns 

Shape and measure  
(additional) 

 

Enjoy listening to rhymes, songs 
and stories in small groups or 
1:1.  
 
Repeat some words or phrases 
from a favourite book or story.  
 
Copy some finger movements 
and other gestures e.g. 1, 2, 3, 
4, 5.  
 
Begin to sing some rhymes 
whilst playing.  
 
 

Enjoy looking at books 
independently and hold them 
carefully. 
 
Hold books the correct way up 
and turn the pages.  
 
Have a favourite story that I 
share with a trusted adult. 
  
Recognise some logos or signs 
e.g Tesco.  
  

 Experiment with different mark 
making equipment e.g. paints, 
crayons, sticks in mud.  
 
Begin to say what my marks 
mean. 

Join in with finger rhymes with 
numbers.  
 
Begin to compare amounts 
using words such as more, lots 
or same.  
 
‘Pretend’ to count in my play by 
making sounds, pointing or 
saying some numbers.  
 
Recognise some numerals. 

Explore a variety of stacking 
and sorting objects e.g. 
stacking cups, sorting shapes, 
and selections of interesting 
objects.  
 
Build with different objects 
e.g. boxes and blocks.  
 
Experiment with different 
spaces, using my body. Begin 
to use words to describe 
movements e.g. up, down, 
high.  
 
Complete a simple puzzle e.g. 
a peg puzzle.  
 

 



Recognise some simple 
patterns e.g. stripes and spots.  
 
Begin to compare weights and 
size with simple words e.g. big, 
high, tall, heavy.  

Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design  

Past and Present People, Culture and 
Community 

The Natural World Creating with Materials Being Imaginative and 
Expressive 

 

 Make connections between the 
features of my family and other 
families e.g. number and 
makeup of the family.  
 
Notice things that are the same 
and different between people.  

Repeat actions that have an 
effect – hitting a drum to make 
a noise.  
 
Explore a range of natural 
materials e.g. play pooh sticks.  
 
Enjoy collecting natural objects 
e.g. on welly walks.  
 
Respond to natural occurrences 
e.g. enjoy splashing in puddles 
or the sea, look for worms and 
bugs, smell flowers.  
 
 

Intentionally make marks.  
 
Begin to express my ideas 
through mark making.  
 
Explore paint using hands, feet 
and a range of tools e.g. 
brushes and rollers.  
 
Know some colour names.  
 
Explore and use different 
materials to make pictures or 
models e.g. clay, fabric, wood, 
card.  

 Move and dance to music, 
responding physically to 
changes in tempo, pitch and 
dynamics. 
 
Join in with rhymes and songs, 
making some rhythmic and 
repetitive sounds e.g. clapping 
hands.  
 
Enjoy and take part in action 
songs.  
 
Explore different sound 
makers and play them in 
different ways.  
 
Pretend an object represents 
another in my play e.g. a 
wooden block is a mobile 
phone.  

 

 

 

By the end of pre-school (N2) – I am 4, I can……  

Communication and Language Personal Social and Emotional Development Physical Development 
Listening, Attention and 
Understanding 

Speaking  
 

Self –Regulation and 
Managing Self  

Building Relationships Gross Motor-skills Fine- Motor skills 

Listen to longer stories and 
remember much of what 
happens. 
 
Join in with repeated refrains; 
predict key events in stories 
and rhymes.  

Use a wider range of 
vocabulary. 
 
Use longer sentences.  
 
Start to share their feelings and 
needs through words.  

Talk about my feelings using 
words e.g. happy, angry or 
worried.  
 
Understand how others might 
be feeling.  
 

Select my own activities.  
 
Work as part of a team to 
complete a small task e.g. wash 
up a plate after snack.  
 

Independently use the toilet 
and wash my hands with soap. 
(dry and clean during the day)  
 
Ride a balance bike, trike and 
scooter.  
 

Use one-handed tools (e.g. 
scissors).  
 
Use a comfortable grip with 
good control for pencils and 
pens. Show preference for a 
dominant hand.  



 
Understand how to use simple 
objects. 
 
Understand longer sentences.  
 
Understand why and how 
questions. 
 
Understand and respond to an 
instruction with two parts.  
 

 
Use talk to organise myself and 
my play.  
 
Hold a conversation and keep it 
going.  
 
Sing a number of favourite 
nursery rhymes /songs (8 by 
heart) 
 
 
 
 
 

Talk with others to solve 
conflicts or negotiate rules of a 
game.  
 
Follow rules and understand 
why they are important.  
 
Enjoy a variety of different 
foods. Make healthy choices  
 
Enjoy responsibility for carrying 
out small tasks. 

Show confidence in new social 
situations e.g. a visit from a 
firefighter or a visit to the 
museum.  
 
Play with my friends; engaging 
in role play and initiating 
conversation.  
 
Be friendly and chat with 
people I know well about home 
and community.  

Go up and down steps using 
alternate feet.  
 
Enjoy climbing and balancing 
activities. Developing control 
over movements. 
 
Skip, hop and stand on one 
leg.  
 
Catch a large ball and hit a ball 
with a bat.  
 
Respond to music and rhythm, 
creating patterns of 
movements.  

 
Trace patterns on paper using 
pencils, crayons and pens. 
 
Put on and take off my coat and 
shoes. Begin to manage zips and 
buttons.  
Use a spoon and fork confidently 
and I am beginning to use a 
knife.  
 
 

Literacy Mathematics  
Language and 
Comprehension 

Word Reading 
 

Writing Numbers and Numerical 
Patterns 

Shape and measure 
(additional) 

 

Sing a number of favourite 
nursery rhymes /songs (8 by 
heart) 
 
Pretend to ‘read’ notices or 
‘read’ a well-known story.  
 
Know the different parts of a 
book.  
 
Use language from stories in 
their play e.g. “She looked and 
she looked but no bow could be 
found”  
 
Use new and unusual 
vocabulary in their play e.g. 
invitation, enormous.  
 
Be able to talk about a book 
that has been read.  
 
 

Handle books carefully and 
‘pretend’ to track print as 
adults read to them.  
 
Turn pages in order.  
Show understanding that print 
has meaning and different 
purposes e.g. look in a 
cookbook for a recipe when in 
the home corner.  
 
 
Know the difference between a 
letter and a number. 
 
Recognise some letters and 
know the sound they make.  
 
Spot rhymes and try out new 
ones. 
 
Hear the units of sounds 
throughout a whole word and 
reproduce them e.g. c/oa/t  
 
 

Write some or all their name.  
 
Enjoy ‘pretend writing’ in their 
play e.g. writing a shopping list.  
 
Use own marks /symbols and 
explain their meaning. 

Recognise small quantities (up 
to 3), e.g. the number of Lego 
figures in a boat (subitising). 
 
Recite numbers to 10. Count 
backwards “5,4,3,2,1,0,” e.g. 
countdown to rocket take off or 
a number song.  
 
Recognise numerals 1-5.  
 
Know that the last number in 
the count gives the total 
number of objects 1-10 
(cardinality).  
 
Show ‘finger numbers’ up to 5.  
 
Count (up to) to 5 objects 
accurately and link correct 
numeral.  
 
Experiment with my own 
symbols and marks as well as 
some numerals to record my 
thinking.  
 

Investigate and talk about 
shapes (2D and 3D) using 
simple and mathematical 
language e.g. sides, corners, 
straight.  
 
Name common 2D and 3D 
shapes e.g. circle, rectangle, 
cube) 
 
Understand the position of an 
object through words e.g. 
under the table.  
 
Begin to describe a familiar 
route. Use words to describe 
locations e.g. next to the river.  
 
Compare the size, length, 
weight and capacity of objects 
using mathematical language 
e.g. empty, larger, longer, 
heavier.  
 
Build objects, selecting shapes 
appropriately e.g. choose a 
cylinder for a tree trunk.  

 



Begin to clap syllables in words 
e.g. Pe/ter 
  

Solve mathematical problems 
in ‘real life’ situations e.g. How 
many plates do we need for the 
3 bears and Goldilocks?  
 
Compare quantities using 
mathematical vocabulary e.g. 
more than, less than.  
 
 
 
 

 
Put shapes together to make 
new ones e.g. use small 
squares to make a large 
rectangle.  
 
Talk about patterns I can see 
around me e.g. designs on 
wallpaper.  
 
Recognise and create 
repeating patterns e.g. stone, 
shell, stone shell. Notice if a 
pattern has ‘gone wrong’.  
 
Begin to talk about events in 
order using time vocabulary 
e.g. first, every day, at the 
weekend, in a minute.  
 
Complete jigsaw puzzles with 
24 pieces, manipulating pieces 
to fit. 

Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design  

Past and Present People, Culture and 
Community 

The Natural World Creating with Materials Being Imaginative and 
Expressive 

 

Begin to talk about my own life 
experiences and family history 
e.g. holidays or outings.  

Show and interest in different 
occupations e.g. vet, doctor, 
firefighter.  
 
Show a positive attitude about 
difference between people.  
 
Know that there are different 
countries in the world and can 
talk about how they are 
different e.g. “Africa is very 
hot” 
 
 
 
 

Use my senses to explore 
collections of natural materials.  
 
Talk about what I see, smell, 
touch, hear and taste using a 
wide vocabulary e.g. rough, 
sweet, loud.  
 
 
Plant seeds and care for 
growing plants. Help an adult 
care for animals.  
 
Understand that living things 
grow and change over time. I 
can talk about the changes I 
see.  
 

Have my own ideas about what 
to make and choose the 
materials I want to use.  
 
Join different materials e.g. 
with tape, glue or nails.  
 
Create closed shapes to 
represent objects e.g. a face, 
tree.   
 
Show different emotions in my 
drawing e.g. I can draw a sad 
face.  
 
Explore mixing colours together 
and talk about what happens.  

Enjoy and take part in pretend 
play. I can use an object to 
represent another.  
 
Play with small world toys and 
develop simple stories.  
 
Use construction toys to build 
my own ‘small worlds’ e.g. a 
city or a park.  
 
Listen to different sounds and 
music and respond to what I 
hear (talk and actions).  
 
Remember and sing whole 
songs.  
 
Use a ‘singing voice’ and copy 
the pitch of a known song.  

 



Look after my environment, 
tidying up and picking up 
rubbish.  
Explore how different things 
work. 
 
Explore and talk about forces I 
can feel e.g. magnetic trains 
pushing or pulling apart.  

 
Play with known songs to 
create my own.  
 
Play a range of percussion 
instruments with increasing 
control.  

 

By the end of Reception year – I am 5, I can……. 

Communication and Language Personal Social and Emotional Development Physical Development 
Listening Attention and 
Understanding 

Speaking  Self –Regulation and 
Managing Self 

Building Relationships Gross Motor-skills Fine- Motor skills 

Listen to a story without 
pictures, using my imagination 
to ‘see’ the characters. 
 
Show how to actively listen. 
(e.g. eye contact). 
 
Listen carefully to rhymes and 
songs; enjoying how they 
sound.  
 
Listen to and talk about non-
fiction texts.  
 
Listen to my friends when I 
work as part of a team, play a 
game or share ideas.  

Learn and use new vocabulary 
in different situations. 
 
Ask questions to find out more.   
 
Articulate my ideas in well-
formed sentences.  
 
Connect one idea to another 
using a range of connectives.  
 
Describe events in some detail 
and in sequence.  
 
Talk about stories, retelling 
them in my own words.  
 
 
 

Express my feelings and 
consider the feelings of others. 
(e.g. know why my friend might 
be upset) 
 
Use safe spaces and activities to 
help me calm down.  
 
Show resilience and 
perseverance in the face of 
challenge. (I keep on trying, 
even when things are difficult) 
 
Choose the right clothes and 
shoes, depending on the 
weather. 
 
Tell you why it is important to 
eat healthy food and drink.  
 

Build respectful relationships 
with my friends and adults – 
listen to my friends and adults, 
wait patiently and take turns, 
share and co-operate, make up 
and play games with rules, talk 
respectfully to others.  
 
 

Get myself dressed for school 
and for bed.  
 
Begin to ride a pedal bike. I am 
confident on a balance bike.  
 
Navigate climbing equipment 
confidently e.g. adventure trail 
and wall bars.  
 
Run, stop and change direction, 
negotiating space effectively.  
 
Catch, throw and bounce a 
large ball. Aim, kick, stop and 
pass a football.  
 
Move in time to music. Copy 
sequences of movements.  
 

Independently put on my coat, 
gloves, scarf and hat and 
manage the fastenings.  
 
Brush my hair and teeth, wash 
my face and hands and tell you 
why this is important.  
 
Use a knife, fork and spoon 
correctly. 
 
Use scissors correctly for 
cutting shapes.  
 
Use a needle and thread to sew 
felt or binka. 
 
Eat fruit and vegetables in 
school every day; peeling the 
skin.  

Literacy   Mathematics   
Language and 
Comprehension 

Word Reading Writing Numbers and Numerical 
Patterns 

Shape and measure 
(additional) 

 

Read and understand simple 
sentences. 
 
Re-read books to build up 
confidence and for enjoyment. 
 

Track print left to right, across a 
page and top to bottom with 
eyes and finger.  

 
Read individual letters by 
saying the sounds for them. 
 

Write my own name correctly.  
 
Form each letter (lower case 
and upper case) correctly, 
starting in the right place. Write 
numerals 0-9.  
 

Count objects, actions and 
sounds accurately (up to 10). 
 
Subitise up to 5 objects in 
different formations.  
 

Select, rotate and manipulate 
shapes to achieve a specific 
purpose e.g. to build an 
archway tall enough for a toy 
giraffe to walk through.  
 

 



Show understanding when 
talking with others about what 
they have read. 
 
Find information in non-fiction 
texts with pictures. 

Read letter groups (special 
friends) and say sounds for 
them e.g. sh, ay, i-e.  
 
Use phonic knowledge to blend 
phonetically regular words for 
reading.  
 
Read the first 100 h/f words by 
sight (without sounding out). 
 
Begin to know some forms of 
punctuation and how they 
affect the reader (e.g. 
exclamation mark, question 
mark).  
 
Begin to recite alphabet. 
Identify letters of the alphabet, 
know most letter names. 

Use phonic knowledge to 
segment (break up) regular 
words for spelling including cvc 
(e.g dog, ship), ccvc (crab) and 
cvcc (nest) words.  
 
Write simple sentences that  
can be read by myself and 
others.   
 
Spell most of the first 100 h/f 
words correctly.  
 
Use some punctuation correctly 
e.g. full stops and capital 
letters, question marks.  
 
  
 
 

Count objects accurately and 
link correct numeral (up to 10) 
Find the total number of items 
in two groups by counting all of 
them.  
 
 
Count, read and order numbers 
beyond 10 (up to 20).  Begin to 
count up in 2’s and 10’s.  
 
Confidently compare numbers 
using mathematical vocabulary 
and in real life situations e.g. 
“Adam has fewer apples than 
Fred”.  
 
Understand one more and one 
less relationship between 
consecutive numbers e.g. “six is 
one more than five” Within 10 
give a number that is one more 
or one less.  
 
Understand the composition of 
numbers up to 10 including in 
‘real life’ situations. e.g. I had 7 
sweets this morning and I ate 4 
so now I have 3 left.  
 
Within 10, solve problems, 
including doubling, halving and 
sharing e.g.  combining groups 
of 2, 5 or 10, or sharing into 
equal groups.  
 
Estimate several objects and 
check quantities by counting.    
 
Automatically recall number 
bonds for numbers 0-10.  
 

Solve jigsaw puzzles with 100 
pieces. Talk about strategies for 
solving these e.g. I started with 
the straight edges.  
 
Recognise that shapes can be 
made of other shapes e.g. 2 
triangles can make a square.  
 
Continue, create and copy 
repeated patterns.  
 
Compare the length, weight 
and capacity of objects using 
mathematical language (e.g. is 
lighter than) and answer 
questions such as” Which holds 
more?” 
 

Understanding the World Expressive Arts and Design  

Past and Present People, Culture and 
Community 

The Natural World Creating with Materials Being Imaginative and 
Expressive 

 



Talk about familiar situations in 
the past, using pictures or 
artefacts to help me e.g. 
children playing with different 
toys and wearing different 
clothes.  
 
Talk about different characters 
and stories from the past.  
 
 

Talk about my family and 
people in my community.  
 
Name and describe familiar 
people e.g. my aunty or my 
swimming teacher.  
 
 
Understand and describe how 
some places are special to 
different groups of people e.g. 
church, village hall, Gurdwara. 
 
Recognise that different people 
have different beliefs and 
celebrate in different ways.  
 
Draw simple information from a 
map e.g. identify where the 
road is shown.  
 
Talk about some similarities 
and differences between life in 
England and life in other 
countries.  

Confidently explore my outdoor 
environment. Talk about or 
record (in pictures and words) 
what I can see, hear, touch and 
smell.  
 
Know some ways that I can help 
to look after my environment.  
 
Recognise and name some 
different environments e.g. 
desert and jungle.  
 
Understand and describe the 
effect of the changing seasons 
on my local environment.  
 
 
 

Use the skills and knowledge I 
have about colours to make the 
colours I want to use in my 
painting and drawing. 
 
Know different ways of joining 
materials and choose the most 
appropriate method e.g. tape 
for card or paper.  
 
Work with others to create 
images or models.  
 
 
 

Use what I know about 
different artistic effects to 
express my own ideas.  
 
Listen and move to different 
types of music. I can talk about 
how it makes me feel.  
 
Watch and talk about different 
styles of dance.  
 
Sing a song in a group and on 
my own. I can match the pitch 
and follow the melody.  
 
Dance and play music in group 
or on my own. 
 
Act out my own stories in 
pretend play and join in with 
the ideas of my friends.   
 
 

 

 

 


